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OUT OF THE BLUE: George Clooney led Hollywood's leap onto the Save Darfur bandwagon - yet in their haste to fight the good fight, he and other celebrities seem to have failed to arm themselves with the facts.

Selling the 1dea of a
oenoclide in Sudan
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An academic’s contrarian view holds that the Save Darfur movement has
paved a road to hell with good intentions, writes GARY CUMMISKEY

SAVIOURS AND SURVIVORS: Darfur, Politics
and the War on Terror

Mahmood Mamdani

HSRC Press

HE conflict in Darfur has been in

the forefront of the media for the

past six years, with human rights

organisations, politicians and

celebrities calling for interven-
tion in what has widely been regarded as an
act of genocide.

But in his new book, Saviours and
Survivors: Darfur, Politics and the War on
Terror, published in SA by HSRC Press,
academic and author Mahmood Mamdani
offers a controversial insight into the work-
ings of this demand for intervention, as well
as providing a detailed account of historical
factors that ultimately led to the conflict.

Uganda-born Mamdani is the Herbert
Lehman professor of government in the
departments of anthropology and political
science at Columbia University in the US. He
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is also the director of Columbia’s Institute of
African Studies.

He is in SA to promote his latest book,
with a lecture tour, seminars and discus-
sions around the country.

“The idea for the book arose when I
started to question why the conflict in
Darfur was being reported differently, and
in more detail, than conflicts in other
African countries, such as the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Rwanda,” Mamdani
says. “The conflict there exploded into the

news quite early and so I started looking for
thereasons.”

In his book, Mamdani says reporting
from Africa is a low-risk job: “Not only are
mistakes expected and tolerated, but often
they are not even noticed.

“When it comes to mainstream media,
there are no Africa specialists.”

When he asked himself what made
Darfur different, he realised that this was
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