
�Floating voters� leave ANC but find no new home 

A SILENT revolution iS 

underway among South 
Africa�s voters, with an 

increasing number of �floating 

voters� no longer loyal to the 

ANC, hut finding no home in 

the current Opposition 

landscape, 

Several new publications 

conclude that the time k 

probably not right for an 

alternative to the mass based 

ruling parts but most agree 

that a number of trends, if 

sustained, could alter ot lug 

patterns and eat into the ,\NC �s 

overwhelming majority 
The academic articles fly in 

the face of an i\NC attack on 

the media which criticis the 

publication of� similar 

perceptions before and afler 

this year�s municipal elections. 

The ANC this week, in an 

online weekly column, lashcd 

out at journalists, sa ing they 

(11(1 a great disservice to then� 

readers �b\ ci; tim it ig )Oi it ical 

shifts where there are none, or 

by project wig the u� prilud ices 

and preconceptions tinto the 

South African ei 
But in se chapters in 

two new h(X)hs, incinding the 

I ISRC�s annual .State ut� the 

,\atu) publication, an analysis 

of ot ing tren(I, and the et1 
ot protests as well as the impact 

of the independent cand dates 

those spawned, highlight such 

shifts and the p�)tential for a 

Ix)1 it ical real igi Intent 

They come as the SA 

(�onminiust Pai�t S.,A(�P) this 

weekend it ist�l issec its opt toils 

for contesting state pO\\ (�c 

including i heftier it should go 

it alone at the p1)115 Its 

tripartite ally ( osatu, at its 

recent ci in cress, ci �St l Vi �it i n 

detailed steps to Jo in h uces. 

should this he (tee ided 

(�o1ett Schulz Ilerzenbeig, 

ot uc I)olitlcal studies 

(1eI)artfl1( (OflclU(IeS On the 

basis of a detailed study of 

\TOt lug patterns between 1994 

and 2( that an increasing 

number of voters are no longer 

overtly loyal to one particular 

party or 1ong 
partisan ties when deciding 
where to make their crosses. 

She tbund that while black 

voters were still more loyal, 

levels of partisanship ere 
showing sighs ut (Iodine 

among workers and the 

unemployed. 
�The silent revolution may 

have its biggest hold among the 

youngest voters who are 

becoming less aligned and the 
new middle classes who show 

signs of growth in partisanship 

(often to the ruling party),� 

Schulz-Herzcnberg said. 
She stressed that the ANC 

still enjoyed mass appeal, but 
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:+dyoptedoutofe1 I t 
ji McKiiileyst8 \1� 
i voter tur 

(and48%ofthO 
tistered) this yeai 
\N(�s �overwheIn1flgvj 
unounteci to just323% Of all 

o cterpd voters andamm 
2 I of allehgiblevoters.BUt, 

ku others, he acknoWlad 
that most opposition 
]o$ further groundtothe 
it h ame time. 

Thic week�s ANCToda 
owever, stated: As it 

happened, the ANC not only 
inrrrased its share of tt*evote 

on Ot)6). It also increasedtl 
1 o nuniberof peoplewho 
\ fur itcomparedtothe 
pi eVious local government 
thut ion, Even when the results 
ri in manymedla n had trouble 

slwdding their conviction that 

.the ANb was losing support. 
- DmewentftIrther, insulting 
àdbe1jtthng those who had 
S ibr the ANC.� 

-In the fight of the declining 

rturnout, McKinley calls 

:& claims by the ANC and 
canfl that democracy 
besiw been better�, 

� � and/or pto He links the 

cUfleto the �creeping 
lntsaerance� shown by the 
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sheZvy-handed responses 

$1ne vernment and other 

i* wMch many view as 
Ñ o* rneanlngftil avenue 

to participate In democracy. 

In another chapter in the 

HSRCÒs publication - on the 

protests and independent 
candidates in the 2006 elections 
- Inhouse researcher Mcebisi 

Ndletyana analysed the uneven 

and often poor performance of 

grass-roots alternatives and 

independents at the pofls 

despite the io ftaa 
Re surpt1sh*ecncInd 

that many stood witha silent 

nod from the SA( Ó 
an openness w the p.rty 

towards an ind mi*a. 
Unlikemany Who dinnkg 

voter decline as 

Schulz-Herzenberg say the 

problem lies with the limited 

appeal of many Ition 

parties and pxedtc that anyÒ 

chance to increased political 

competition Óstill seens to 

pivot around intra-ANC 
contestatlonÔ. 

But the ANC wifi be fighting 

hard to counter this rising 

threat. In its response to recent 

articles over its declining 

image, it stated: ÑAlthough 

many challenges exist, the 

membership of the ANC Is 

growing and its engagement 
with communities Is 

improvingÔ. 
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